DMU Managed Learning Environment

Progress Report April-December 2005

MLE: Revised PDP channel


Updated version provided for taught students, and a new version developed for Research students. Some enhancements to the staff interface, including a group email function.

Faculty News services

Announcements channel extended to allow designated people in each Faculty to post messages targeted to their own students.

Portal software upgrade

Installed uPortal 2.5 and porting the MLE student channels over to it. New MLE launched to users at the start of Induction Week (26/09/05).

DSU Elections

Electronic voting facility provided for the elections for Students Union part time officers 21-25 October.
MLE-Blackboard Link. 

A test server at DMU has been made available for Blackboard to install their revised authentication module.

Hardware
A second Big-IP Application Switch was purchased, and installed by the suppliers and Network & Comms. This adds redundancy to the existing unit. Together they provide  load balancing and SSL acceleration for the MLE servers.

Additional blade servers have been specified and costed, in consultation with the Server Support Team. These will provide additional Web servers, and a new database server which will be connected to the storage area network (SAN). This will improve the ability of the MLE hardware to maintain performance during “spikes” in demand (e.g. when module marks are released to students). Connecting to the SAN will improve the efficiency and resilience of the MLE’s databases.

